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Youth Centre Opens

BRIDGS is pleased to announce that the Bear River Youth 
Centre has opened to the public.  On December 2nd & 3rd, 
participating young people assembled Christmas mugs (now 
available for sale at the Changing Tides Restaurant) to help 
raise funds to keep their centre open, while they also took 
breaks to enjoy air hockey and chess games.   Later, there 
was an evening of pool and pizza for the 16-25 year old 
crowd, which was quite a success.

Heartfelt thanks go out to the many volunteers for their time 
and donations of funds and supplies for making the Youth 
Centre possible, especially:  Barbara & Julian Graham, Jane 
Kingston, Tim Wilson, David Isles, Gerry Chute, Sandy 
Burrell, Louise Wood, Cameron Smith, Andre Bouchard, the 
Hungry Hollow Cafe, the Flight of Fancy, Viking Leather, the 
artists' studios of Bear River, the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Legion, Hillsburgh United Church, BREDS, Bear River Board 
of Trade, the Youth Centre Task Force, Pizza Delight 
Restaurant, and all of the folks who have purchased raffle 
tickets, mugs, etc.  If we have left anyone out, please be 
assured that your donation counted---space simply doesn't 
allow us to thank the many members of the community who 
have helped in one way or another!

There’s still lots to do.  Now that it’s open, our new youth 
centre needs to grow - and that will take community effort.  
Volunteers are needed as well as “stuff”.  See page 2 for the 
“wish list” of items needed and our exciting plans for spring!

If you would like to become involved in the Youth 
Centre, please contact Gerry Chute at 467-0956.

BRIDGS:  Meets every second Wed. each month at the 
Youth Centre, 7:30.  Everyone Welcome.
Bear River and Area Clinic:  Board meets first Tuesday each 
month at 7:00. Starts Feb.6/07  New Members needed.
RCL Ladies Auxiliary card parties:  Tues. 7 pm. Upstairs at 
the Legion.
Amnesty International   second Tues. each month in the 
United Church Vestry, 7pm
Bear River Board of Trade meetings:- second Thursday of 
each month, 7:30 pm at the Bear River Fire Hall.
Bear River Fire Hall Breakfast:  Next scheduled breakfast: 
Jan. 6, 2007 at the Fire Hall  7-10 a.m.
Horizons Open house Thursday afternoons 1-4.

Clinic Makes Full Recovery!
Prognosis: Healthier than Ever

Aptly nicknamed:  The Little Clinic That Could, the 
Bear River and Area Community Clinic reopened its doors on 
October 2nd, a mere five months after the devastating fire in 
March.  The Board of Directors is grateful to Harold (Junior) 
Theriault, MLA for Digby/Annapolis, Daryl Jelfts, Fire Chief 
for Bear River Volunteer Fire Department, Frank Meuse, 
Chief of First Nations Bear River Band, Jimmy McAlpine, 
Deputy Warden for the Municipality of the District of Digby.  
All were pillars of support in coping with the loss and during 
the reconstruction process.  

If you missed the “gala” open house on Saturday, Dec.2, 
drop by and see the new building.  The exterior looks much 
the same, but inside is a bright new waiting area, and new 
medical equipment, kindly donated by Dr. Bucholtz of 
Annapolis Royal. 

Also new, is full time office manager and program director, 
Leslie Harris, who is busy scheduling regular community 
outreach programs.  She welcomes any suggestions for 
workshops, information sessions, or other services that 
community members would like to see.   

Starting in the new year, an after- school program called 
Snack Mates will focus on healthy nutrition for kids 6-10.  
The clinic is also working toward employing a Nurse 
Practitioner.  The next Board Meeting is Tues. Feb. 6th at 
7:00.  New Members are encouraged.

To find out more about programs, schedules, and to book 
appointments consult the monthly calendar (available 
through the mail), call 467-3611, or visit the website 
www.bearriverandareaclinic.ca.

Pat on the Back
This month’s pat on the back goes to the all the fine people 
who volunteer their time in Bear River.  Did you know that in 

its entire history, Bear River has never had a paid 
administration?  That’s right, our village is founded and run 

on the spirit of giving. And that spirit is still alive and well.  On 
Nov. 27, community pride filled the Oakdene auditorium as 
representatives from many organizations reported on their 

groups’ past accomplishments and revealed future plans and 
visions.  Cooperation and communication were the keynotes 

of the evening…  in recognition of the power of “pulling 
together”.   Things are happening but new volunteers and 

energy are needed and always welcome.
Get informed ; get involved!  You’ll be glad you did.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS
To One and All!
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Holiday Homecomings
The Christmas season and the end of the first 
semester has brought home several of Bear River's 
University students for a time to relax with family and 
enjoy some home cooking.  Home from Dalhousie is 
Kyle Hewey who is doing well with his studies.  Also 
home are Zack and Carl Harvey from St. Mary's, also 
both doing well academically.  Zack has decided to 
pursue a double major in Math and Computer Science, 
while Carl is following a major in English with a minor 
in Creative Writing.  Good luck in the next semester.

Birthday Greetings
Happy 17th birthday to Michael Sampson who 
celebrates on January 4.  (Michael has been accepted 
to Acadia University in the fall where he plans to 
pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Studies! )
Birthday Greetings also to Patsy Trimper, Jan. 4; 
Drowsy Goodale, Jan 6; Marion Milbury, Jan 17; Tina 
Jefferson, Jan 17; and Gertrude Benson, sometime in 
January.
A belated Birthday to Wanda St. Louis who celebrated 
on the 15 of December.

Congratulations
Carolyn Wagner was recently awarded the coveted 
Pineapple award for excellence in the hospitality 
industry at a ceremony in Halifax.  Carolyn was voted 
most helpful tourist bureau staff by visitors in Nova 
Scotia in 2005.  She attended the ceremony along with 
her daughters, Heather Charleton and Michelle 
Wagner.

 Calling All Theatre Buffs!

Bored? Not enough drama in your life?
Make a New Years resolution to attend a

Planning Meeting for a Bear River Theatre Troup.

We want to hear from all you undiscovered stars out there, 
what sort of opportunities you’d like. Acting workshops, 
improv, dinner theatre, musical theatre, play writing…

 Possibilities abound.
…But it all depends on who shows up.

Monday, Jan. 22 and/or Thursday, Jan 25
7:30 p.m.

 at the Oakdene Centre
 We’ll be holding our planning meetings to assess the level of 

interest and schedule activities accordingly. 
No need to attend both nights, these are for planning only.

Watch for bulletins at the Cherry Brook Grocery.  For more 
information call Paula Harris 467-3674 or Laurel Shishkov 

467-3643. 

Bear River Youth Centre cont’d
First and foremost on the Wish List for the Centre:

Volunteers
People and their talents are needed in many 

capacities:  If you can volunteer to supervise, teach a 
craft or skill, lead a music night or other activity, clean 

up or do maintenance…or help behind the scenes 
doing mailings, posters, phoning – we need you!

There are also many items we could use:
A large sturdy table for crafts, craft supplies, electric 
kettle, microwave, cleaning supplies, broom, mop, 
snow shovel, garbage bags, toilet paper and paper 

towels, paper plates, and disposable cups, 

In the spring, the Youth Centre will be putting on two 
fund raising events in collaboration with the Oakdene 

Centre.  There will be a variety show and a teen 
dance.  Watch for details in the New Year! We need 

organizers for these as well.

Anyone who can help in any way, please call Gerry 
Chute 467-0956, Sandy Burrell 467-3986, Louise 
Woods 467-0142 or Cameron Smith 467- 0440.

Bear River Hits the Radio Waves
Hear all about it! CBC radio’s Weekend Morning Party 

Line feature will have regular updates on all the 
happenings in our village.   (So behave yourselves!) 
Listen for Gerry Chute’s next Bear River report some 

Saturday in mid January. 

Board Of Trade
The new website for the Board of Trade is almost 
finished and should be on line shortly.  Any business 
wishing to be included in the listings should contact 
Angela McMullen at angelamcmullen@ eastlink.ca.
New members for the Board of Directors, especially for 
the Treasurer's position are urgently needed.
Interested in helping out?  Call Gertrude Benson at 
467-3549.

The Bear River Historical Society thanks the following 
sponsors for the month:

RCL Ladies Auxiliary                Oakdene Centre
Cherry Brook Grocery               Bear River Puzzles
Bear River Board of Trade        Wild Rice Pottery
Flight of Fancy                           Mary & Drowsy              
Malmström Studios                       Goodale
BREDS
Bear River Fire Department
Paula’s Service Centre
Changing Tides Restaurant

The Tributary is presented by the Bear River Historical Society, 
with the generous support of our sponsors. The deadline for 
news is the 10th of each month. Submissions can be made to 
Laurel Shishkov, 467-3643.  laurelshishkov@ispmonsters.com


